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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE ELECTORS 
The Attorney General has summarized the proposed measure as follows: 
CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL. VEHICULAR TRAFFIC REGULATION. Initia-
tive Constitutional Amendment. Creates California Traffic Safety Commission consisting of 
Attorney General, Controller and Director of Finance. Creates new California Highway Patrol 
under Traffic Safety Commission, empowered to regulate vehicular traffic, accident prevention 
and traffic law enforcement. Abolishes present Highway Patrol; transfers its personnel, prop-
erty and funds to new Patrol. Declares that taxation, licensing or registration of vehicles and 
licensing of operators shall remain in Department of Motor Vehicles. Prescribes powers, civil 
service rights and retirement benefit rights of new Patrol. Makes appropriation, and specifies 
appropriation, for support and maintenance of new Patrol. 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
ss. 
Co un ty (or City and County) of ..................... -. -.......................................................................... -... . 
To the Honorable Secretary of State of the State of California: 
We, the undersigned, registered and qualified electors of the State of California, residents of the County (or 
City and County) ot. ............ _ ..................................... · ..... present to the Secretary of State this petition and hereby pro-
pose an amendment to the Constitution of the State of California by adding a new article thereto to be numbered 
XXVII, relating to vehicular traffic regulation, to read as hereinafter set forth in full, and petition that the same 
be submitted to the electors of the State of California for their adoption or rejection, at the next succeeding Gen-
eral Election or as provided by law. The proposed constitutional amendment reads as follows: 
ARTICLE XXVII. 
Section 1. The California Highway Patrol is hereby created. It shall regulate and police vehicular traffic, 
undertake vehicle accident prevention and safety activities, including the compilation and analysis of pertinent 
statistics and information, administer and enforce all laws now or hereafter enacted relating to the powers and 
duties imposed upon it by this article, and shall disseminate information in connection therewith. 
The laws relating to taxation and to the licensing or registration of vehicles and to the licensing of operators 
of vehicles shall not be administered by the California Highway Patrol, except that the legislature may, in its 
discretion, vest in the California Highway Patrol the duty of examining and issuing licenses to such operators. 
Sec. 2. General policies for the guidance of the California Highway Patrol shall be determined by the 
California Traffic Safety Commission, which is hereby created and which is hereinafter referred to as the Com-
mission. The Commission consists of the Attorney General, the Controller, and the Director of Finance, each serv-
ing as a member of the Commission ex officio and without salary. 
A majority of the members of the Commission in office shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness. The Commission shall annually elect one of its members as a chairman. 
The Commission shall have the powers and duties expressly given it in this article. It may adopt rules and 
regulations relative to the administration of the California Highway Patrol. 
Sec_ 3. The California Highway Patrol shall be under the direction and control of a civil executive officer 
to be known as the Chief of the California Highway Patrol. He shall be appointed by the Commission in accord-
ance with A rticle XXIV of this constitution and the state civil service laws and shall be a member of the State 
Civil Service. He shall have and exercise the powers and duties provided in this article and such additional pow-
ers and duties as are provided by law, and may adopt rules and regulatiO'nB relative to the activities and conduct 
of the members and employees of the California Highway Patrol. 
The Chief of the California Highway Patrol, with the approval of the Commission, may appoint, in accord-
ance with Article X XIV of this Constitution and the State civil service laws, an assistant chief and such deputy 
chiefs, supervising inspectors, assistant supervising inspectors, district inspectors, inspectors, captains, lieutenants, 
sergeants, traffic officers, and other employees as may be nl'1cessary. 
Sec. 4. The Chief of the California Highway Patrol, the assistant chief, and all deputy chiefs, supervising 
inspectors, assistant supervising inspectors, distl'ict inspectors, inspectors, captains, lieutenants, sergeants, and traf-
fic officers shall constitute the members of the California Hi~hway Patrol. 
The members of the California Highway Patrol shall have the powers of peace officers, but the primary duty 
of the California Highway Patrol shall be the enforcement of the provisions of the Vehicle Code and of any and 
all other laws relating to the use or operation of vehicles or to the regulation or policing of vehicular traffic, and 
the members thereof shall not exercise the powers of peace officers in enforcing any other law except 
(1) When in pursuit of any offender or suspected offender, or 
(2) To make arrests for crimes committed in their presence or upon any highway. 
Sec. 5. This article shall not affect the civil service status or tenure of any person under the civil service 
laws of this State. All members and employees of the California Highway Patrol in the State civil service on the 
operative date of this article employed in the administration of any statute or law or in the performance of any 
duty or in the exercise of any power, function, or jurisdiction hereby transferred to the California Highway Patrol 
created by this article shall continue so to be employed under said California Highway Patrol as members or em-
ployees thereof, subject to the provisions of this article and of Article XXIV of this Constitution and the State 
civil service laws. 
All appointments to the positions of Chief, Assistant Chief, Deputy Chief, Supervising Inspector, Assistant 
Supervising Inspector, District Inspector, Inspector, Captain, Lieutenant, and Sergeant shall be made from eligible 
lists resulting from promotional examinations in accordance with the provisions of Article XXIV of this Constitu-
tion and the State civil service laws. 
Whenever any civil service position of promotional grade is abolished, eliminated, or made unnecessary, the 
member of the California Highway Patrol holding such position shall, upon the termination of such position, be as-
signed to a position in the next lower class with the civil service standing, rank, and salary of such lower class. 
Any member so assigned to a position in a lower class shall, without further examination, be given preference for 
a position of the same or equal grade to the one he formerly held, if the abolished position or a position of equal 
grade is reestablished or established 
Retirement benefits shall be paid to members of the California Highway Patrol who qualify therefor by 
service under State employment in the manner now provided by law. The Legislature may amend such law, but no 
amendment by the Legislature shall increase the number of years necessary for eligibility for retirement of mem-
bers of the California Highway Patrol, nor increase the age of retirement, nor in any manner decrease the benefits 
provided for by law as provided on the effective date of this Article. 
Sec. 6. The headquarters office of the California Highway Patrol shall be maintained at the State Cap-
ital. The California Highway Patrol may establish or maintain offices, substations, radio stations, and other facil-
ities wherever it may be deemed necessary for the efficient operation of the California Highway Patrol, and may 
lease or purchase lands and buildings for such purposes. 
Sec. 7. The support and maintenance of the California Highway Patrol shall be provided for by the legis-
lature from the moneys now provided to be deposited in the Motor Vehicle Support Fund, or in any fund hereafter 
created in lieu thereof, and from such other moneys or funds as may now or hereafter be provided by law, but in 
no event shall the moneys appropriated for any biennium for the support and maintenance of the California High-
way Patrol be less than a sum equal to twenty-five per cent of all moneys collected under Division VI of the Ve-
hicle Code during the eighty-seventh and eighty-eighth fiscal years as registration fees and weight fees of vehicles, 
penalties thereon, and fees for special plates. 
Sec. 8. (a) The California Highway Patrol hereby created is hereby vested with and shall succeed to all 
the powers, duties, functiDns, purposes, and jurisdiction of the department of motor vehicles, the director of motor 
vehicles, the division of enforcement in the department of motor vehicles, known as the California Highway Patrol, 
and the Chief of the California Highway Patrol, insofar as the administration or enforcement of any provision of 
law is herein vested in the California Highway Patrol hereby created. Whenever the term "Department of Motor 
Vehicles," "Director of Motor Vehicles," "Division of Ellforcement," "California Highway Patrol," or "Chief of 
the California Highway Patrol" is now or hereafter used in any such provision of law, such term shall be con-
strued to mean the California Highway Patrol hereby created or the appropriate officer thereof, as the case may 
be. 
The division of enforcement, known as the California Highway Patrol, in the department of motor vehicles, 
is hereby abolished. 
(b) The California Highway Patrol hereby created shall have possession and control of all records, documents, 
moneys, funds, appropriations, offices, equipment, and properties, real, personal, and mixed, heretofore held for the 
benefit or use of the California Highway Patrol in the department of motor vehicles and of the department of mo-
tor vehicles insofar as they are used or pertain to the administration or enforcement of any provision of law here-
by vested in the California Highway Patrol hereby created 
(c) On the operative date of this article, the department of finance shall ascertain the unencumbered balance 
of moneys under the departmental budget of the department of motor vehicles for the ninetieth fiscal year which 
remains available for the maintenance and support of the California Highway Patrol in said department and for 
expenditure for each of the powers, duties, functions, purposes, and jurisdiction hereby transferred to the Califor-
nia Highway Patrol hereby created. The amount so ascertained is hereby transferred to and appropriated for the 
maintenance and support of the California Highway Patrol hereby created and for the performance of such pow-
ers, duties, functions, purposes, and jurisdiction so transferred to it. .Any moneys in the motor vehicle support fund 
not available for expenditure under said departmental budget may be made available to the California Highway 
Patrol or to the Department of Motor Vehicles under the provisions of section 661 of the Political Code. 
Sec. 9. The provisions of law affected by this article are hereby expressly continued in force as modified· 
by the provisions hereof. This article shall not be construed as repealing, in whole or in part, any existing law not 
inconsistent herewith, nor shall any action or order heretofore taken or made by existing authority become inef-
fective unless expressly changed or nullified by the Commission. . 
The legislature may amend or repeal existing laws and enact new laws not in conflict herewith relating to the 
powers, duties, functions, purposes, and jurisdiction of the California Highway Patrol, but shall not vest in or 
transfer to any other agency such powers, duties, purposes, jurisdiction, or functions. 
This article is self-executing, but legislation may be enacted to facilitate its operation. 
Sec. 10. This article shall become operative on the fifteenth day of January, 1939. 
